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Renewable Energy Magazine

Full page 4 color ad: $6,150

=.What does a conventional
| power plant look like today?

Siemens wind turbines are proven to deliver reliable performance
on solid ground.
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Know your story.

Clean energy?
Job creation?
Energy independence?

National security?
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By REBECCA SMITH

Something new is headed for the Southwest desert solar power plants that can make
electricity whether or not the sun is shining

“Something new...
that can make
electricity whether or
not the sun is shining.”

Abengoa Solar Inc. expects to start construction in mid-2011 on a plant in Arizona that will
store sun-generated heat to provide six extra hours a day of electric-generating capacity. The
heat creates steam that is used to turn power turbines

Abengoa’s $2 billion Solana plant is
expected to be the first major stored-heat
plantin the U.S. when it enters senvice in
2013. Some already existin Spain and a
few more are on the drawing board for
Nevada and California
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Rebecca Smith looks st solar power plants that can
make electricity whether or not the sun is shining
including one scheduled to be built in Arizona in
mid-2011

Gila Bend.

On Dec. 21, Abengoa, a unit of Spanish
utility company Abengoa SA, cleared a
major hurdle when it announced it received
a $1.45 billion U.S. loan guarantee for the
250-megawatt Arizona project, planned for a
site 70 miles southwest of Phoenix near
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SolarCity aims to make solar power more

affordable
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By Julbe Schmit, USA TODAY
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FOSTER CITY, Callf. — Lyndon Rive, a b var
former member of the U.S. National
Underwater Hockey team, didnl have a ) ~dd to Moo
mother who doted on him

K
She worked until 11 p.m. most nights and
didn1 go to his boyhood sporting events E
CORPORATE PULSE: Executive Suite front K
page Subscribe

Yel. Rive considers her the “best mother in w
the world™ and not beécause she relired at

age 45 as a millionaire. "She always 3
supported me in whatever | wanted to do.”
Rive says

That tums out 10 have been a good choice

Rive, 32, is now CEO and co-founder of SolarCity, which in
three years has grown to become a leading residential solar
installer in California, the nation’s largest solar market

Perhaps more important, Califomnia-based SolarCity has
emerged as one of the top consumer brands in solar at a tim
when green is hot and President Obama makes solar and
other renewable energy sources front-page news

Last year, SolarCity helped ploneer a way 1o bring solar to the
masses and remove one of the biggest hurdles o its
widespread adoption: costs of $15,000 or more for
homeowners 1o go solar. With a SolarCity residential lease,
customers can lease a system at no money down, and in
many areas, save 10% to 15% a month on their combined
electnic and lease-payment bill, SolarCity says

While other companies offer similar financing options
SolarCity has “created the first brand in solar for cONSuUMErs,”
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Low cost to consumer

“...solar power more
affordable”

Job growth

“...plans to add 180
workers in the next
quarter”



Low cost

“...using tried-and-
true machinery
...keep its prices

Job growth

“...hopes to add 40

more in the next
six months.”
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Old equipment gets new life with AQT Solar

David R. Baker, Chronicle Staff Writer

Thursday, August 12, 2010
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In a slightly different 0
life, the machines

making solar cellsata ¥ Tweet
new factory in
Sunnyvale would have
cranked out computer L)
hard drives instead.

In the hands of AQT Solar,

however, the machinery covers

small glass squares with an

- " " ultra-thin coat of metals to tap

red glass plates roll off a machine at AQT Sola the sun's power. It's an approach
the voung company hopes will

give it an advantage at a time when many solar

W companies are struggling.
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Support for renewable energy and resulting boost to the economy.
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Renewables in the US: uneven incentives ham per growth [ Print ]
By Shailn McMulty in Houston
Putlished Jarwary 14 2011 1548 |Last updated January 14 2011 1548

As last year drew to a close, the US renewable industry was frantic. Congress had not renewed a provision enabling
the industry to obtain a cash grant in eu of the investment tax credit, and this had been a key reason for growth

TTe pLe Vo o enbsily passed in late December, but only for one year, once more creating uncertainty. On top of
bimn, the: nvesshioent Lux coedit and production tax credit for renewables go to 2013, but then, they too, must be
renavied

This uncertainty aboul long term US legisk support for hos s

g the growth of the industry

“T e LIS as not had a consistent policy on renewables for years,” says Francisco Xavier Perez, partner at AMP
Ventures, an investment group focused on the renewable energy sector

“Uniike most countries, the US uses tax credits to incentivise investment in renewables, rather than rate structures.”

Those programmes are only in place for the short term, generally one to three years, he says, and then Congress
must vobe to extend them

*The upshot is that no one in the sector can plan for the long term,” Mr Perez says. “So all the green jobs in
fabricating all of the equipment and a lot of the investment are going to places like China and Germany, where they
have long term programmes.”

Research by General Electric of the US has shown that investments in the wind industry, lor example, have risen
and fallen with the renewal and expi of enengy

The expiration of incentives in 2000, 2002 and 2004, for example, caused a 76-90 per cenl drop in installed capadity
in the US from the previous year

Indeed, the American Wind Energy Association (AWEA) reported in the third quarter of 2010 the slowest quarter
since 2007, even as China installed three times as much wind-powered electriclty as the US. The fourth quarter
figures have not baen released, but Denise Bode, AWEA chief executive, believes China could take the lead from
the US for the most capacity for all of 2010

“Globally, investors are looking for long-lerm national policy, nol one that expires every two years,” Ms Bode says.

*There are long term policies in place in at least 37 countries that support wind and other renewables. The US is
really putting up a ‘Closed for Business' sign

John Plaster, head of B. ys Capital's alt enengy

banking group, also notes that the

“Yet Eckhart...says that with
Republicans in control of the
House, and Democrats holding
sway in the White House and
Senate,Congress is better placed
to begin pushing a renewable
energy agenda...Now
Republicans can focus on the
Issues, and he believes many
support renewables to boost
the economy.”
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