
How Much Should I Save for College?
Many families don’t know where to start when it comes to saving for college. Different schools come with different prices tags, almost all  
of which continue to rise at a rate of about 5.5% annually. To help families create a plan and start saving an appropriate amount for college,  
T. Rowe Price ran an analysis to determine how much families would have to contribute each month in order to cover the total costs of  
a four-year in-state public university. While saving enough to cover the total costs may be difficult for many families, T. Rowe Price 
recommends that they try to save enough for a “down payment” on their child’s education. 

This chart shows what percentage of total college costs for a four-year education at an in-state public university a parent’s monthly savings  
can cover from when they begin saving until when their child begins college.

PERCENTAGE OF COSTS COVERED FOR FOUR-YEAR IN-STATE PUBLIC UNIVERSITY

16 <1% <1% 3% 7% 12% 17% 22% 26% 31% 36% 40% 45% 50% 54% 59% 64%

15 <1 <1 5 11 16 21 27 32 38 43 48 54 59 64 70 75

14 <1 2 8 14 20 26 32 38 44 50 56 62 68 74 80 86

13 <1 4 10 17 24 30 37 43 50 57 63 70 76 83 89 96

12 <1 6 13 20 27 34 41 49 56 63 70 77 84 92 100

11 <1 7 15 23 30 38 46 54 61 69 77 84 92 100

10 1 9 17 25 34 42 50 58 67 75 83 91 100

9 2 10 19 28 37 45 54 63 72 81 89 98

8 3 12 21 30 40 49 58 67 77 86 95

7 4 13 23 33 42 52 62 72 81 91

6 4 15 25 35 45 55 66 76 86 96

5 5 16 27 37 48 58 69 80 90

4 6 17 28 39 50 61 72 83 94

3 7 18 30 41 53 64 76 87 98

2 8 20 31 43 55 67 79 91

1 8 21 33 45 57 70 82 94

0 9 22 34 47 59 72 85 97

$100 $150 $200 $250 $300 $350 $400 $450 $500 $550 $600 $650 $700 $750 $800 $850

	 Costs more than covered

	 Monthly savings needed to cover total future college costs for a child born in 2014

	 “Down payment” or about half of savings needed to cover the total cost for a child born in 2014 
 
The future cost of college was calculated based on the 2012 total cost for the average four-year public university education ($19,093) for a family in the third  
income quartile (annual household income of $65,000 - $106,000 in 2012) after the average amount of grants and scholarships for this group was subtracted, 
according to the U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2011-12 National Postsecondary Student Aid Study. The cost was then 
inflated at 5.5% for 18 years (per College Board data for the 10-year period ending in 2014). This assumes that college savings generate a hypothetical investment 
return of 6% annually. 

This example is for illustrative purposes and does not represent the return earned by any specific investment option. Investment returns will vary and could be  
higher or lower than in this example.
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